ROUTINE   AND   RELAXATION               31

acted plays In which comrades and brothers and sisters took
part. My grandfather, with his brothers and sisters, had
already made use of the same stage, and the costumes came
down from the well-known Twelfth Night entertainments.
Our parents were kind enough to form an audience and to
applaud our performances. I still remember how once on my
grandfather's birthday I produced the " Bourgeois General/'
another time we performed the " Grondeur " and also the
" Inn in Spessart/1 These harmless pleasures entirely occupied
the minds of us children during the days of the performances
and of the preceding rehearsals; the evenings themselves were
always " great events/'

On Sundays and festivals we went regularly to church.
We also frequently went to the Friedenskirche, in a chapel
of which lies my brother Sigismund, who died in early youth ;
or we went to hear the sermons of von Stechow or Persius
in our small private chapel in Berlin. We celebrated New
Year's Day in church festivals with our grandparents, at whose
house we many times searched for Easter eggs. At other times
'-this charming custom was practised in the palace garden at
Charlottenburg or Schonhausen. As for Christmas, I remember
with special distinctness how, during the preceding weeks of
happy anticipation, my father used to visit with us the cele-
brated Christmas market and buy pyramids and little sheep,
and how he talked to the stall-holders in his gentle and
benevolent way. Some of the most precious memories of rny
life are associated with these hours.

My tenth birthday was of special importance in my life since
on that day, according to the custom of our family, 1 was
given a commission in the glorious Prussian Army. This
event occurred on the 27th of January, 1869, when my grand-
father invested me at the same time with the Exalted Order
of the Black Eagle and the uniform of the first infantry regiment
of the Guards. The ceremony took place before a small family
circle; my father handed the order to the Emperor on a gold
charger, and I had at once to put on the uniform in order to